For Ms. Kendrick

I do not know when this letter will arrive to you, but
in April of 2006 you had come to read to us students at
Lake Braddock Secondary School and to give us your
advice on writing poetry. That was the first time, that I can
remember, seeing and hearing a voice of the published, and
it was a noteworthy experience. You speak so
empathetically with the writing! I admire your ability;
nothing was forced, nothing was trite or redundant.
Liberating! Those are inspiring words, truly.

I have a newfound frenzy to feed on literature of all
sorts. and a newfound aspiration to become an English
teacher. 1t's come to my realization that every human being
{o cross my path has in some way left a mark of influence.
Genuinely, you will have been one of my stepping stones

through this earth; whatever accomplishment I may achieve

will bear a letter of your name as well.
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5/3/06

Dear Ms. Kendrick,

It was an honor to hear your works read aloud, to hear the words expressed as you
intended them to be. to hear the passion and emotion that went into every line of verse. It was an
experience for me. who had never heard a poet read aloud his or her works before, and 1t was an
inspiration, as I have never been one to have much power and confidence when I read my poetry
and prosc aloud. even just in front of my small writing class. Your readings were moving (1
secially iked the “Zithromax Waltz™) and vour side stories isightful, though | think what
really pets me 15 how you can stay in one frame of mind for so long, how youycan just keep
putting all of these sume-themed poems 1o paper and never tire or slip up, never write something
that doesn’t shine. never write something that has no greater meaning symbolically and to you,
and 1 deeply admire how seriously you ook at life and your work— I hope you will come béck to

speak to Lake Braddock again!
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Dear Ms. Kendrick,

I had never been to a poetry reading until yours, and I have to say that I was
absolutely missing out! I really, deeply enjoyed your presentation and I really appreciated
it. So, thank you, thank you, thank you very much!

In class occasionally we have someone who has volunteered go up and read out
one of their poems, and though some people have a natural dramatic flair which can bring
their words to life, oftentimes, my peers and I stutter our way through our words, brows
furrowed. as if unsure of our own work, Your self-confidence was brilliant and inspiring.
You brought the characters in your poems to life because you were your characters and
there wasn’ a person scated in the audience who could deny it. Your absolute certainty in
your words is something that I can only hope and wish and pray to achieve one day.

I loved the poem you wrote about the cleaning women. Poetry isn’t something
you make sometimes, it’s something you find. That piece was so whole-hearted and
tangible. Poems should be like that, something you can really feel. I'm going to try to
find more inspiration around me instead of inside of me because of the whole concept of
that poem.

Thank you again, so very much for coming to Lake Braddock and sharing your
work with us. The position of Poet Laureate was something I had heard about and seen
on book jackets before, but had never really understood, and your explanation of your job
really helped show that it’s more than just about the poems. I hope to see you again next

year if you should come to visit again!
Sincerely,

T

Priya Patel
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Dear Ms. Kendrick,

Thank you so much for coming to read to our class this year! I can’t
tell you how much I enjoyed hearing you read your own poems the way
you envisioned them when you wrote them, as opposed to hearing a
classmate or teacher interpret them in your place. Hearing you read your
poems really brought them to life, especially your poems from Women of
Plums.

1 loved how you answered my question about how often you write.
You said that you didn't write with a set schedule nor did you ever sit
down and force yourself to write something from scratch, but waited for
true inspiration to guide your writing. That comment helped me a lot,
because many times when a teacher says to my class, “Ok, write for 45
minutes,” I often have a hard time with that.

Most of my writing is inspired, and usually comes out in song form.
I play the mandolin, guitar, and piano, and many times will find myself
playing a song and singing lyrics spontaneously. It is one of the greatest
joys of my life.

Once again, thanks for reading to us. I hope you understand how
much of an inspiration you are to all those who know you and your work.

Sincerely,

Kol
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Dear Ms. Kendrick,

I attended the poetry reading you gave at Lake Braddock on April 25™. Iwould
like to thank you for taking time out of your busy schedule to come and share your work
with us. It was one of the first poetry readings I can ever recall attending and I found it to
be both interesting and inspirational. Being able to hear an author read his or her own
writing truly makes a difference in the vivacity of the piece, making the experience
infinitely greater for the listener. Ireally enjoyed how you read and presented your work;
it gave the poems such feeling and shape that 1 think would be lost otherwise. Also, I
thought it was nice that you had a varied repertoire; although, I enjoyed poems from The
Women of Plums the most.

This has been the first year that I really believe I’ve had a fondness for working
with poetry in school. Taking Advanced Composition has definitely improved all my
forms of writing, but particularly poetry. One thing that I found especially helpful was
your discussion with our class before the reading. Your views on the poetry process were
unique and I really like your advice on letting the poem take you where it wants to go.
It’s an approach that I don’t believe young writers ever hear.

Thank you, your advice and poetry has further increased my interest in writing
and helped me to find a new way to approach my own work. I really enjoyed the reading
and I wish you the best of luck with your continuing career.

Sincerely,
,{4/\,«

Regan l-'/rake,
Lake Braddock High School Student



Dear, Dolores Kendrick
I"d like to genuinely thank you with all of my heart, well that which is not

reserved for family, for coming to read at Lake Braddock Secondary School. The
experience was enriching emotionally, culturally, and intellectually. The poetry you
write and read is always thoughtful and emotionally charged. When you read your poem
“Sidney, Looking For Her Mother” you presented the poem in a monologue greater than
any actor is capable of, you became Sidney and expressed a wide range of emotions, her
intelligence, wit, bravery, and determination, as well as fear and tenderness. It helped me
to really feel the tragedy of slavery and those times even though I’'m white, and I can
probably never truly comprehend as long as I live comfortably. The honesty of your
presentation also appealed to me and my sense of integrity, you were true to yourself and
that helped me to reinforce my own integrity and confidence. I hope to become a writer
and your presentation I think instilled me with passion. When I become a writer I hope to
visit schools across the nation, across the world to help inspire the next generation like

you inspire.
Sincerely,

Peetzos’ 7 Aoniy

Michael Kerig Mr. Mariani’s 7" period



Dear Ms. Kendrick,

Much like everyone else, I want to thank you for taking the time to come all the
way out to Lake Braddock and share you words, experiences, and poetry with our
culture-deprived kids. Your words truly have an amazing power and 1 think that power 1s
just made so much stronger by vou reading your own words in the way you feel they

were meant 1o be read.

As a general rule, 1 don't consider myself a fan of poetry (a statement which I'm
sure is borderline profanity by many standards.) Yet your poetry felt accessible in a way
few others’ have, making it enjoyable and understandable—something that doesn’t need
to be analyzed and dissected in order to find the meaning and truth behind it. Your
determination and motivation are truly an inspiration driving people to embrace words,
not abuse them, to use language, not neglect it, and, perhaps, to pay a little more attention
10 the creativity and the poetry whenever it decides to take over and force the thoughts

and emotions onto paper.

1 thank you again for your time and commitment—it truly means a lot to me that 1
was given the chance to hear you speak.

Take care,

Carolyn Wrigh
Ll



Dear Mrs. Kendrick

I would like to thank you for taking time out from your busy scheadule to come
read to us here at Lake Braddock. 1 have never been a big fan of most kinds of poetry, but
I did find your creations entertaining and interesting. In fact, for several of your poems I
couldn’t help but sit up and listen in rapt attention. Recently 1 have begun experimenting
with dramatic monologues, my most recent one is along the lines of something that Edgar
Allen Poe or Steven King would come up with. Once again, thank you very much for
coming to our school; 1 know it means a lot to Mr. Mariani and all of us.

Sincerely
TJ McCurdy

ﬁ/%

P.S. The day after you came my friends and I saw United 93 and I remembered your new
poem comparing 9/11 to slavery, I anticipate its release.
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June 1, 2005

Dear Mrs. Kendrick,

Thank you for visiting Lake Braddock. Your poetry has interested me ever since our
class visited the African American Writers exhibit in Washington, D.C. and we heard you read
poems from The Women of Plums. 1was excited to meet you and hear your advice. 1
appreciated your honesty, wisdom, and love for the art of poetry. You presented a fresh
perspective of poetry not taken by other writers.

Before you visited our school, I had never heard of a “broadside,” met a writer whose
work was o be carved in stone, or met a Poet Laureate. You therefore taught me about what it is
10 be a publicly successful poet. At the same time, you stressed that poets should not obsess over
publication or fitting into a literary movement, but should understand that their poetry will reach
publication if they are committed to the art. This is an important lesson, especially in our society
where people tend to want quick, effortless success. Ilearned from you that poetry first and
foremost requires patience, discipline, and recognition as an art form. Poetry cannot be viewed

as a pathway to fame and fortune.

Three of your pieces of advice and anecdotes stand out in particular to me. First, you
encourage young writers to follow their vision and let the writing, embodied in that vision, take
them for a ride. What a fresh look at writing! I"'m not usually courageous enough to allow my
voice to emerge and let the writing take me where it wants. I will strive to do this when writing
my next poem. You have encouraged me to take a risk when writing poetry. Second, you stress
having the discipline to see poetry as an art form. Ineed to work toward that discipline. Third,
you shared your experience of how “art chose you,” when you channeled your slave ancestors
and heard their dialect. This relates back to a vision. I aspire to be a strong enough writer to let

my writing carry me down such a path someday.

Your character inspired me. You listened to three of my classmates’ dramatic
monologues and, at the end of each, asked them thought-provoking questions and gave them
solid advice. I respect that you complimented them where compliments were warranted, but did
not shower them with praise simply because they tried hard or are budding writers, as many
adults would have. As developing writers, we need constructive criticism rather than applause at
every attempt we make. I also admire your appreciation for words, language, and poetry as an
art form, which you stressed in your fifteen pieces of advice. Your commitment to language and
words, from correct grammar and spelling to figures of speech, encourages me to better respect
the English language in my own writing. It also emphasizes your discipline and commitment to
poetry. Finally, your humility is a model for everyone, whether writers or not. Despite being a
Poet Laureate, widely published, and featured in an African American Writers exhibit, among
many other honors, you still remind writers to, “Avoid becoming a celebrity through words,
nourish the celebrity of words.” You also say you were honored, more so than when you



received various awards, when the cleaning lady at the Kennedy Center wanted a copy of your
poem, “Cleaning Woman.”

Thank you once again for coming to our school and sharing your wisdom.
Sincerely,
R

Jessica Pritchett
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Dear Ms. Kendrick,

Thank vou so much for speaking to our class last Tuesday, April 25, 2006. T was moved
and very much appreciated by your poetry, and your explanations about your work. 1
know your “Poct to Poct” worksheet will help me out in the long run when I'm writing
poetry. Your tips are very helpful and 1 will take much advantage of them. I hope you
will come back next year to read more of your poetry.

Thank you,

Deborah Krat




May 2, 2006

Dear Ms. Kendrick,

1 just want you to know how grateful 1 am that you were able to share your writing with
us in such an open way. I had never been to a poetry reading before so this was a new and
exciting experience for me. You are clearly a woman of great strength and dignity and I
truly admire you. Iwas impressed with all of your work, especially the writing from *“The
Women of Plums™ and your poem “Zithromax Waltz”- 1 thought it was extremely
creative. Your writing has made a great impact and I’'m sure it will continue to do so long
after we are gone. I only hope I can somehow impact people with my life as much as you

have. Again, thank you very much for coming and sharing your work with us.

Sincerely,
Danielle Pelton




Dear Dolores Kendrick,

I want to thank you again for coming to Lake Braddock and sharing your poetry,
advice and answering questions. As an aspiring writer, it is always gratifying and
enjoyable to meet an established poet.

4 First of all, T would like to thank you for the wonderful advice you gave us. 1
especially liked “Poetry is an art form.” 1 had never heard anyone define poetry like that,
although it couldn’t be truer. Being able to write poetry is a gift, but a lot of work is
necessary to create something that is actually art. By reminding me that poetry is an art
form, you impressed on me the analogy of playing piano to writing poetry. To be able to
perfect a piece, one must go Over the song constantly, weigh every note, consider the drag
and pull of the phrasing, tweak the balance of the hands, harmony, dynamics. Poetry is
very much like that.

Y our explanation of “channeling” the African American slave women was also
very interesting. 1 always have that feeling when I write about my deceased grandparents
__words, phrases and names I don’t know seem to flow onto the paper. To me, however,
it felt more like “channeling” information from a forgotten layer of the mind, not from a

spirit, ghost Of soul.
Again, | want to thank you for taking time out of your busy schedule and coming
to encourage young poets.

Best regards,

Dicial H-Fom

Rachel Lim




